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PHONE (602) 364-1PET (1738) FAX (602) 364-1039 
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COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION FORM 


If there is an issue with more than one veterinarian please file a 
separate Complaint Investigation Form for each veterinarian 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 


A. THIS COMPLAINT IS FILED AGAINST THE FOLLOWING: 


Name of Veterinarian/CVT; Dusty Prentice 
Premise Name: Southern Arizona Equine, PLLC 


Premise Address: PO Box 2855 
City: Sierra Vista State: AZ Zip Code: 85636 
Telephone: (520) 6785566 


B. INFORMATION REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL FILING COMPLAINT": 
Debbie Brewer 


Name: 
Address: i aaa aa . 


City> State: Zip Code: —— 
Home Telephone: > Cell Telephone: 


*STATE LAW REQUIRES WE HAVE TO DISCLOSE YOUR NAME UNLESS WE CAN SHOW THAT DISCLOSURE WILL 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO YOU, SOMEONE ELSE OR THE PUBLIC PER A.R.S. § 41-1010. IF YOU HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT SUBSTANTIAL HARM WILL RESULT IN DISCLOSURE OF YOUR NAME PLEASE PROVIDE 
COPIES OF RESTRAINING ORDERS OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 


C. PATIENT INFORMATION (1): 


Name: Goliath (adopted with the name of Wyatt) 


Breed/Species: Draft Cross/Equine - 17.1 hands 


Age: 13 born 4/28/08 Sex: Gelding Color: Bay w/3 white socks; | 


PATIENT INFORMATION (2): 


Name: N/A 


Breed/Species: 


Age: Sex: Color: 


D. VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE PROVIDED CARE TO THIS PET FOR THIS ISSUE: 
Please provide the name, address and phone number for each veterinarian. 


Dusty Prentice 


E. WITNESS INFORMATION: 
Please provide the name, address and phone number of each witness that has 


direct knowledge Rote Be case. 
Dennis Skudney -® RN AU 


Attestation of Person Requesting Investigation 


By signing this form, | declare that the information contained herein is true 
and accurate to the best of my knowledge. Further, | authorize the release of 
any and all medical records or information necessary to complete the 


investigation of this case. 
Debbee A Prewer 


17 Wlarch 2014 


Signature: 


Date: 


F. ALLEGATIONS and/or CONCERNS: 
Please provide all information that you feel is relevant to the complaint. This 
portion must be either typewritten or clearly printed in ink. 


Complaint presented on following pages 1-16 


Rev 8.14.17 


Opening Statement: 


The purpose of this statement is to identify a case of veterinary service provider (DVM) negligence. This 
negligence resulted in the subsequent deterioration and ultimate euthanization of an animal under the 
care of the above named DVM. This statement describes the events on and following 29 December 2020 
as evidence to this effect. The following description and documentation supports the case that a sub- 
standard of care was provided when extracting the upper molar of an approximately 1,400 pound (!b) 13 
year-old draft-cross gelding (Goliath) in generally excellent health. In this case, negligence is identified as 
the failure to administer antibiotics to treat for an obvious infection during the course of treatment. 
Specifically, a dental resin plug was inserted at the extraction site to protect against packing feed; 
however, antibiotics were not administered or provided and the infection was left untreated. The result 
of this negligence was first observed on 4 January 2021 as reluctance in lowering the head. This was 
followed by ataxia exhibited in the hindquarters on 5 January; increasing sensitivity to stimuli, difficulty 
maintaining stability, and propensity to falling down on 6 January; and paralysis of the hindquarters on 
the morning of 7 January. On 7 January, the DVM observed that this paralysis was unrelated to the 
dental treatment, as it appeared to be neurological in nature, and was most likely the result of botulism. 
After further discussion of other possible causes, the diagnosis was accepted because no alternate 
causation could be identified. Based on the grave prognosis, mercy euthanasia was suggested and 
performed. 


The impact of Goliath’s death, both personally and equine management-wise, was significant and 
identification of the actual causative agent of his illness was imperative to ensure my surviving horse 
was not in danger. Additionally, given that my surviving horse could not continue to be kept solitary, it 
was imperative to identify and rectify any dangerous conditions prior to adopting another horse. Goliath 
was kept, fed, and managed at all times with this approximately 1,100 pound twenty-something year old 
quarter horse mare in generally good health. An assessment of the shared daily living quarters (food and 
water) and numerous reviews of the turnout property (for contaminated water, potentially dangerous 
food sources, presence of any decaying carcasses, or signs of an accident), revealed nothing unusual or 
dangerous. The botulism diagnosis was becoming increasingly difficult to square and there was no 
evidence of an apparent accident (which would have been noticeable given Goliath’s size and weight). 


A concentrated reflection and review of the treatment events of 29 December and 5 January, and the 
associated treatment records, revealed the substantially more likely cause than the proposed botulism. 
As identified above, this analysis suggested that negligence in administering antibiotic treatment 
following the removal of a long-standing infected tooth and plugging the removal-site with a dental 
resin plug (thereby trapping the infection in the body) would very likely result in septicemia which could 
manifest itself in the observed paralysis. It is my nature to take notes on things of importance, and the 
following timeline is developed from these notes. The following is provided as further evidence that a 
sub-standard level of care was provided. 


Timeline: 


11/24/2020 -On approximately 24 November, requested an appointment through the DV’s website 
for a denta! visit due to unpleasant /foul odor coming from the mouth over the last couple of weeks. An 
appointment was scheduled for 29 December based on the DVM’s availability and customer schedule. 


12/29/2020 - On 29 December both the DVM and veterinary technician noted (grimaced at) the foul 
odor coming from his mouth during examination. Completed dental float and extracted sagittal 
fractured tooth with root intact. (Note that the tooth was referenced as both 108 and 208 on the 
attached invoice). DVM analyzed the extracted tooth and verbally noted that it appeared to have been 
damaged/odd at the root area rather than from the tooth surface and that the tooth did not show an 
opening from the bottom. This was also noted on the invoice as "sagittal fractured 208 possibly from 
root infection.."). The tooth was cleaned and provided to client as requested. The socket was filled with 
dental impression material (a blue plug) to prevent feed packing. During this visit 250 mg xyll 8 mg 
dorm, and 9 mg torb IV over 2 injections was given, as well as a nerve block and a 2.5 g iv post op bute 
injection. Equioxx 57 mg anti-inflammatory was prescribed @ 1 tab once daily for 7 days (Exhibit 1). 


12/30/2020-Goliath was not eating normally the following day, nor was the mare who was having 
substantial issues post-float. Upon conferring with the DVM on this issue via email on the 30th, the mare 
was given one of Goliath's Equioxx. Both horses were supplemented with soft feed (soaked bermuda 
blend pellets) to provide more calories as neither was eating well. Goliath took the Equioxx with 
difficulty the first two days (30th and 1st), but he was averse to it and may or may not have gotten the 
dosage on the 2nd because he was on to all of my tricks. He continued to be averse to hay during this 
time, eating much less than normal, but he ate the soft food. 


1/1-1/4/2021-The horses were turned out to move naturally on the 3% (likely also on the 1st and 2"; | 
just don’t recall with certainty). Goliath was observed eating grass while out on the 3rd, and he 
appeared healthy as he ran back to the corral for the evening feeding. They were turned out again on 
the 4‘ and had returned to the corral before | had arrived to feed. All appeared normal until | observed 
Goliath lifting his right foreleg (acting like he was trying to step into the feed box). | called out to him and 
he stopped, looked concerned, and put his hoof back down. Again, he lifted his hoof at the box and | 
realized something was not right. On closer examination, he did not seem to want to or was not able to 
lower his head into the box. | fed him ~4|bs of bermuda blend from my lap while sitting on the edge of 
his box (at 1800hrs). Afterword, | began an all body percussion and message on him beginning on the 
left side from head to tail. He seemed to especially appreciate it in the lower neck area to the withers. | 
worked from neck, down spine, down haunches to inside of legs and down to hooves. He lifted his rear 
hooves for me, showed no signs of pain, swelling, and there was no noticeable excessive heat. He 
allowed this on both sides. | hung his hay bag, rather than laying it in the box as usual, so that he would 
not have to lower his head to eat. | left him with the intent of returning for a second feeding and 
message in ~4 hours. At *2200hrs he was fed ~4lbs of soft food from my lap followed by the same all 
body message. He was slightly averse to the percussion on the left side of the neck, so replaced it with 
gentler messaging. The same on the right side, where he actually stepped back and away from my hands 
until | initiated a gentler message. He seemed to enjoy the 2nd message as well as the first. While 
working his neck, it seemed odd to me that at the top of the neck muscle (near the poll on the right side) 
seemed to protrude excessively compared to the head. | still don't know if this was anything, but it just 
seemed excessive to me. 


1/5/2021-The morning of the 5th brought a terrible change in Goliath. He was having significant 
difficulty walking. His rear legs were not working right; he looked like he was walking drunk and made a 
very scary and weird slow-motion jerking movement with his head/neck. He again did not appear to be 
able to lower his head into the box. | called the vet immediately and relayed this frightening news; she 
was able to come out immediately. 


In the meantime, | fed the soft food from my lap and gave Goliath 2 grams of bute (~O800hrs). He 
continued to walk like he was drugged & very slow, but his head was no longer jerky. 


By 0930hrs he was walking normally! By the time the DVM arrived at ~O0945hrs, he looked perfect! He 
was walking 100% normal! | made it clear that | had given him bute 1.5 hours ago and that he was now a 
completely different horse and somehow walking normally. She investigated his gums, looking for red- 
streaks, and found none. She asked that | take his rectal temperature; it was 101.5. This did not seem 
terribly abnormal, but she indicated that Bute would have lowered his temperature a few degrees. She 
stated that bute only masks symptoms. She also noted that this had nothing to do with what was done 
on the 29", 


Goliath was immediately sedated (300 mg xyl 3 mg torb !V) and his mouth checked. The plug was 
removed and she detected and removed a bone fragment. During this visit he was given 35 mls penicillin 
injection (split between L and R Pec) and Gentocin injection (3g IV) and prescribed Uniprim 400g (Exhibit 
2). |. was not informed that he was given the injected antibiotics, but | was happy when | received the 
Uniprim. | was given no reason to think that anything was awry; | was left feeling that the issue was 
taken care of and | was relieved! Goliath was given his antibiotic and final pain pill in the evening with 
his soft food, and he ate 6lbs of the normal 12lb bermuda feeding ration. 


1/6/2021-The morning of the 6th found Goliath able to lower his head into the box, so he did not feed 
from my lap (the antibiotic and bute were added to his soft food). | left for work on this day, as | had no 
reason to expect that he would be worse. At ~1400hrs, | received word that he had still not eaten all of 
is soft food and that he was not looking "any worse", just moves "so-so", but he looked better than late 
Tuesday (5th). | immediately emailed the DVM to let her know that he was still looking rough, that he 
was not moving well last night when he'd had bute in his system, that he was moving slow and odd, and 
that he had not eaten all of his pellets/meds (Exhibit 3). | left work early to buy beet pulp, thinking that 
he just needed calories. When | got home he was still walking drunk, had not finished his pellets, and he 
had eaten only 4lbs of 12lb bermuda ration. While getting the feed ready the mare bit at him over the 
gate (not unusual), but he dropped to the ground/fell (which | have never seen before). Fortunately, he 
got himself back up (1800hrs). 


| immediately called the DVM and relayed that he was not eating or getting in the meds and that he had 
just fallen. She sounded alarmed and expressed concern that he had fallen. | realized that | should have 
been more concerned at this given her reaction. We made a plan to give him the antibiotics again in 
carrot juice and that | would call her in the morning. Goliath was highly and unusually sensitive while | 
was feeding the pellets and antibiotics. He was even reactive to me, which was highly unusual. | had to 
be very slow and gentle in my movements. Still he almost fell a second time because he overreacted to 
Dennis, who just slightly moved behind us (between 1830-1900hrs). | made up beet pulp with bute, but 
it was too hard for him and | can’t be sure that he got any of the bute in. Put a flake of alfalfa in his box 
and he took to it welll! | left 12Ibs hay in the hay bag. | left him to eat, because he's so sensitive and | 
need to allow him to be calm. | left scared to death, wondering if he is going to make it. 


1/7/2021-When | arrived for the A.M. feeding, | was terrified to find Goliath barely able to stand. His 
front legs are well in front of him and he was barely holding himself up. | quickly readied his pellets, but 
he did not come to feed. | took the pellets to him and he lowered his head, but did not immediately try 
to eat. He was looking at me in such feeble way as to nearly be saying "help me”. | pulled the food back, 
to ensure he didn’t strain himself to try to get to it, kissed his forehead, and ran to call the vet. 
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When she answered, | just said "he can barely stand". When | went back down, he was leaning into the 
lean-to and eating from the hanging feedbag. | left him so he could remain calm and | readied for the 
vet, turning on the water and getting the generator in place. | stayed far away from him to keep him 
from moving too much, but as soon as the vet pulled in he just toppled over with his legs straightened... 
he went down and lay there with extended legs. He just couldn't hold himself up any longer. 


Before going over to him, the DVM told me that this had nothing to do with the dental work, that it was 
neurological. | agreed that it appeared neurological. She said that there was nothing that could be done. 
She suggested it was botulism (Exhibit 4). When | got over to him, Goliath had moved and was in an up 
and resting position. While sitting there on the ground, he was alert. He was aware and looked normal. 
He attempted to get himself up, while | was kneeling with him and talking through what could be done 
with the DVM. He got his forelegs in position, but could not raise himself. Again, he looked healthy, 
100% alert, and normal. 


After Goliaths passing, | needed to figure out what happened; | needed to know if | did something to 
cause his death. | woke every night after the 7th thinking of a different possibility of what could have 
happened; things | should have done to save my horse. After a few nights worth of possibilities and days 
of scoping those possibilities, | emailed the DVM and told her that | did not think it was botulism; that it 
just didn't make sense and asked for her thoughts (Exhibit 5). The next night | woke with the thought of 
the infection, the plug, and no follow on antibiotics. | awoke realizing that my horse was dead because | 
did not catch this mistake - | did not protect him, because | did not correctly think through what had 
happened on the 29th of December. | had thought it odd that he had not been prescribed an antibiotic, 
but | figured it must be in Equioxx - certainly it had been given as an injection. | assumed these things, 
but when | downloaded and reviewed the invoicing, | found that | was wrong. 


Closing Statement: 


Goliath was a majestic, smart, and funny boy who brought a unique beauty and happiness to my life. 
Goliath was a rescue horse that had gone to the slaughter in the belly-a Premarin® mare from Canada. 
Fortunately, they were rescued from slaughter by Equine Voices Rescue & Sanctuary and he was born in 
2008. He was raised at the sanctuary and adopted out to someone who abused and nearly starved him. 
Equine Voices fought in court to regain ownership. On Earth Day 2017, | was given the privilege to adopt 
this beautiful and unfortunate soul and | intended to make his future a good one. 


| believe strongly in accountability; that we must account for our mistakes/negligence in order to learn 
and ensure that the same mistakes are not made again. For my part, | will never be able to get past the 
fact that | failed as his advocate and, as a result, | lost the most beautiful and meaningful thing in my life. 
My deference to a trained practitioner is ultimately the reason my horse is gone. | am forced to live with 
that fact that | failed him and | am paying the ultimate pricet. | have no doubt that my horse is dead as a 
result of practitioner negligence, but | am not specialized the field of doctoring and that is why this 
inquiry is important. | owe it to Goliath to stand up for him. If the evidence provided supports this claim, 
this negligence must be recognized and accountability realized. Per Arizona State Law effective 
December 31, 2017, | am requesting that the Board consider ordering the licensee to reimburse fees 
paid. Further reimbursement for loss may be sought outside of this action, if it is outside the jurisdiction 
of the Board. 


oh ey, Southern Arizona Equine 
Sar" ~~ Dusti Prentice, DVM 
mee ‘iI > POBox 2855 


Sout Sierra Vista, AZ 85636 
April 6, 2021 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 

Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 West Adam Street, Suite 4600 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 


Re: 21-108, In Re: Dusti Prentice, DV.M. 
Dear Ms. Reindeau: 


On December 29, 2020, I made a barn visit to Debbie Brewer’s residence in Elgin, Arizona, 
to examine two of her horses, Golliath and Nikki. Debbie reported that she had noticed that a foul 
smell intermittently emanating from Golliath’s mouth over the last few weeks. Due to scheduling 
and holiday conflicts, December 29"" was the first examination appointment I had available that 
worked for Debbie’s schedule. Although both Goliath and Nikki were examined on December 29, 
2020, Goliath was Debbie’s concern, and is the subject of this Board Complaint. 


During my initial examination of Goliath on December 29, 2020, he was anxious and 
stressed, which is his normal disposition. After I assessed his heart, breathing, and gum color, I 
determined that he was in adequate health for sedation and dental care. A dental exam was 
performed and he was found to be in need of maintenance dental work and a sagittal fracture of 
108 (upper right 3rd premolar) was noted. A dental equilibration was performed and the 108 was 
extracted using a minimally invasive technique. Post extraction, the socket was flushed with an 
equijet and diluted betadine solution using a bucket/pump. Two (2) 500mg Flagy! moistened tabs 
were placed proximal to the impression material in the socket, as per my typical protocol, to 
prevent infection and food packing. 


Over the next several days, Debbie reported that Goliath exhibited signs of soreness and 
was not interested in his feed. I returned to recheck Goliath on January 5, 2021 to observe that 
Goliath was mildly febrile, dull and eating half ration. After sedating him, I checked the socket 
for signs of infection. The impression plug was removed and examined. I did not observe or smell 
anything that would signal an infection and the extraction site looked normal. Following the 
examination, I flushed the extraction site with equijet and a dilute betadine solution. Goliath was 
then administered IM/IV antibiotics, and placed on oral Uniprim/Equioxx. 
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The following day, January 6, 2021, Debbie reported that Goliath’s condition hadn’t 
changed much although he was moving better, and his full appetite had not yet returned. I 
suggested that Debbie take Goliath’s temperature to get an idea of his immune system response, 
and advised Debbie to continue giving Goliath the oral antibiotics prescribed during the previous 
visit. 


On January 7, 2021, I returned to the Brewer barn to examine Goliath. He was unable to 
stand and found to have flaccid paralysis. Following a long conversation with Ms. Brewer, Goliath 
was given a grave prognosis and humanely euthanized. Unfortunately, a necropsy was not 
performed in this case. In conversations with Ms. Brewer following Goliath’s death, I informed 
her that I believed Goliath may have succumb to clostridia botulism or similar infection affecting 
the nervous system, but am unable to confirm this. We also discussed, via email, other potential 
infections that could have caused Goliath’s progressive weakness. A copy of my email 
correspondence with Ms. Brewer is enclosed with this Board Response. 


I am confident that all veterinary services provided by me and Southern Arizona Equine, 
PLLC, to Goliath were performed professionally, and in compliance with the applicable standard 
of care. Southern Arizona Equine, PLLC veterinary assistant, Nichole Gaskill-Hull, attended all 
of the Goliath’s examinations at the Brewer residence. She prepared the attached statement 
outlining her recollection of Goliath’s case. From my conversations with Ms. Brewer following 
Goliath’s death, it is clear that she truly loved Goliath and is heartbroken by his untimely death. | 
sympathize for her loss. However, I am confident that the dental extraction did not cause or 
contribute to Goliath’s death, and that all treatment provided by Southern Arizona Equine, PLLC 
complied with the standards outlined by the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board. 


Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to respond to this Complaint. I 
respectfully request that the Board dismiss Claim No. 21-108 with no violations. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Dusti Prentice, DVM 


VICTORIA WHITMORE 
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


-DOUGLAS A. DUCEY 
- GOVERNOR - 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS STREET, STE. 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 
PHONE (602) 364-1-PET (1738) @FAX (602) 364-1039 


VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 


FROM: PM Investigative Committee: Adam Almaraz - Chair 
Amrit Rai, DVM 
Cameron Dow, DVM 
Brian Sidaway, DVM 


STAFF PRESENT: Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT — Investigations 
Marc Harris, Assistant Attorney General 


RE: Case: 21-108 
Complainant(s): Debbie Brewer 
Respondent(s): Dusti Prentice, DVM (License: 4432} 


SUMMARY: . APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 3/17/21 Laws as Amended August 2018 
Committee Discussion: 8/3/21 (Lime Green); Rules as Revised 
Board IIR: 9/15/21 September 2013 (Yellow) 


On December 29, 2020, “Goliath,” a 13-year-old Draft Cross gelding was visited by 
Respondent for a dental float. A dental equilibration was performed and tooth 108 was 
extracted due to a sagittal fracture. The socket was flushed; impression material and Flagyl 
were placed to prevent infection and food packing. 

On January 5, 2021, Respondent visited the horse due to not eating. Respondent 
examined the horse; he was sedated, the impression plug was removed and there were no 
signs of infection. The horse was treated with antibiotics and an NSAID. 

On January 7, 2021, Respondent visited the horse. He was unable to stand due to 
flaccid paralysis. Due to the horse's grave prognosis, he was humanely euthanized. 


Complainant was noticed and appeared telephonically. 
Respondent was noticed and appeared telephonically. Attorney, David Stoll appeared. 


21-108, Dusti Prentice, DVM 


The Committee reviewed medical records, testimony, and other documentation as described below: 
° Complainant(s) narrative: Debbie Brewer 
e Respondent(s) narrative/medical record: Dusti Prentice, DVM 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT’: | 


1. On December 29, 2020, Respondent visited the horse due to Complainant’s concern of a 
foul smell coming from the horse's mouth for a few weeks (appointment was made on 
November 24, 2020). Respondent examined the horse; the horse was sedated with xylazine, 
dorm, and torb IV over two injections. Respondent determined the horse needed 
maintenance dental work and a sagittal fracture of tooth 108 was found. A dental 
equilibration was performed and tooth 108 was extracted with minimal invasive technique 
after placing a right maxillary nerve block. The tooth root was intact. 


2. Respondent stated that post-extraction, she flushed the pocket with diluted betadine 
solution, two moistened 500mg Flagyl were placed proximal to the impression material in the 
socket, per her typical protocal, to prevent infection and food packing. Complainant was 
advised that the plug would be removed in one month at the recheck. If the plug falls out, 
the socket will heal normally without the plug. The horse was administered Bute IV and 
Equinoxx was dispensed. The betadine flush and Flagyl placement was not documented in 


the medical record. 


3. Over the next several days, Complainant noted the horse was not eating well and was 
reluctant to lower his head. She hung the hay bag for easier access. 


4. On January 5, 2021, Respondent visited the horse due to Complainant's reports of the 
horse not eating and unsteady gait. Complainant had administered the horse Bute and 
before Respondent arrived, the horse began to walk normally. Upon exam, Respondent 
noted the horse was mildly febrile, dull and eating half ration. She sedated the horse with 
xylazine and torb IV — removed the plug from the tooth socket and did not observe, or smell, 
signs of an infection; the extraction site looked normal. 


5. Respondent flushed the socket with dilute betadine solution; removed two bone chip 
fragments and flushed with an additional gallon of water. She administered the horse 
penicillin 35mLs IM (concentration unknown) and gentocin 3g IV. Respondent dispensed 
~ Uniprim and recommended continuing the Equinoxx as needed. 


6. The following day, Complainant reported that the horse's condition had not changed 
much. He was moving better but his full appetite had not yet returned. Respondent 
recommended continuing to give him the medications - Complainant was having difficulty 
getting the horse to take the medication therefore carrot juice was recommended. 


7. On January 7, 2021, Respondent visited the horse. Complainant reported that the horse 
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21-108, Dusti Prentice, DVM 


had fallen the previous day but was able to get up with some effort. On this day, the horse 
lay down and was unable to get up due to flaccid paralysis of his postural muscles. 
Respondent explained to Complainant that this could be due to toxic or infectious causes 
with the most likely being botulism. Based on the grave prognosis, Complainant elected to 
humanely euthanize the horse. 


8. After the horse was euthanized, Respondent had conversations with Complainant 
speculating the cause of the horse's demise. A necropsy was not performed but Respondent 
believed the horse succumbed to clostridia botulism or similar infection affecting the nervous 
system but was unable to confirm. Other potential infections were also discussed. 


9. Complaint was concerned that the plug inserted into the tooth socket post extraction and 
the fact that no antibiotics were prescribed at that time, contributed to the horse's death. 
Respondent does noi agree. 


COMMITTEE DISCUSSION: 


The Committee discussed that the management of bacterial infections and use of 
antibiotics is a judgment call of the treating veterinarian. If an infection is inside the tooth, the 
antibiotic would likely not be effective however if there is swelling around the tooth it may 
reduce the swelling. Antibiotics use after a dental is controversial unless there is facial 
swelling or nasal discharge. Respondent did use an appropriate antibiotic for dental issues. 


Clostridial bacterial infection could have been a potential differential diagnosis. Botulism is 
speculative and since there was no necropsy there is not a definitive diagnosis. There were 
.two horses sharing a stall/pasture and feed, but only one horse had issues therefore the 
Committee could not understand how Respondent came to the conclusion the horse had 
botulism. 


The Committee expressed concerns with Respondent's medical record keeping but did feel 
her care and treatment of the horse was appropriate. The Committee would have liked to 
have seen more diagnostics performed and better medical record keeping. Also, 
Respondent could have been more forceful with recommending a necropsy. 


In livestock, which horses are, there are different requirements with respect to the Veterinary 
Practice Act. However, documenting medications and treatments in the medical record are 
still required. Respondent did not document in the medical record the betadine flush, the 
nerve block information, the flagyl pack, and penicillin concentration. 

COMMITTEE’S PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS of LAW: 


The Committee concluded that possible violations of the Veterinary Practice Act occurred. 
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21-108, Dusti Prentice, DVM 


COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION: 
Motion: |t was moved and seconded the Board find: 


ARS § 32-2233 (B) (3) Minor records violations that are routine entries into a medical 
record that do not affect the diagnosis or care of the animal; these included failure 
to examine the horse prior to surgery (extraction of a tooth); and not documenting in 
the medical record — the betadine flush, the nerve block, the flagyl placement, and 
penicillin concentration. 


Vote: The motion was approved with a vote of 4 to 0. 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 
complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
other sources used to gather information for the investigation. 


Ts 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
Investigative Division 
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